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This summer a team of ocean experts is exploring the longest mountain chain in the world.   
I’m ---- for Earthwatch Radio.  

The Mid-Atlantic Ridge is an underwater mountain chain that runs down the middle of the Atlantic Ocean from Iceland all the way to Antarctica.  It’s the longest mountain chain in the world, but because it’s in the middle of the ocean, scientists know little about its geography and the creatures that live on it.   

Mike Vecchione is a marine biologist who’ll take part in a 2-month voyage to explore the Northern part of the Mid Atlantic Ridge.  He says the team will travel on a Norwegian research vessel and use a variety of nets and robot submarines to collect animals and information from the depths.
Vecchione is Director of a NOAA Fisheries Lab housed in the Smithsonian’s Museum of Natural History.  He’s already traveled to the deepest part of the Northern Mid-Atlantic Ridge in a 2-man submarine as part of preliminary studies.  He says part of the excitement of deep ocean studies is discovering new marine creatures. 

During the submersible dives last year we found a really peculiar kind of animal.  It’s actually kind of neat looking. It looks almost like a little flower.  It’s a worm type of animal that lives on the bottom. The front end of it is the part that looks sort of like an orchid flower, and its purple in color.  And then from that extended backwards a long worm like thing that sort of looked like the stem of a flower.  (25 sec)

Vecchione says there are other surprises as well.  

Another thing that we found that seemed very surprising to me, was that when we got down to these really deep areas, almost 3 miles down, there were dense beds of sponges in those areas, and also really heavy concentrations of what’s called marine snow, which is very large particles of organic matter that’s aggregated together. So it’s a strange ecosystem, and we need to study it a lot more before we know what’s going on down there.  
This summer’s voyage is part of much broader study called the Census of Marine Life.  It’s a ten-year long study of deep sea creatures and the environment they live in.  Census of Marine Life projects are underway in many parts of the world.  

Earthwatch Radio is a service of the Sea Grant program and the Inst. for Env. Studies at the Univ. of Wisc.





Sources:  
Mike Vecchione Interview

DOC:  EW_Mid-Atlantic Ridge
WAV:  EW_Vecchione short


http://www.mar-eco.no/mareco_news/news_field_phase2004/a_twomonths_deepsea_exploration
http://www.coml.org/descrip/mareco.htm
